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The study of pilgrimage often centres itself around miracles and spontaneous populist activities. While some
of these activities and stories may play an important role in the emergence of potential pilgrimage sites and
in helping create wider interest in them, this book demonstrates that the dynamics of the marketplace,
including marketing and promotional activities by priests and secular interest groups, create the very
consumerist markets through which pilgrimages become established and successful – and through which the
‘sacred’ as a category can be sustained.

By drawing on examples from several contexts, including Japan, India, China, Vietnam, Europe, and the
Muslim world, author Ian Reader evaluates how pilgrimages may be invented, shaped, and promoted by
various interest groups. In so doing he draws attention to the competitive nature of the pilgrimage market,
revealing that there are rivalries, borrowed ideas, and alliances with commercial and civil agencies to
promote pilgrimages. The importance of consumerism is demonstrated, both in terms of consumer
goods/souvenirs and pilgrimage site selection, rather than the usual depictions of consumerism as tawdry
disjunctions on the ‘sacred.’ As such this book reorients studies of pilgrimage by highlighting not just the
pilgrims who so often dominate the literature, but also the various other interest groups and agencies without
whom pilgrimage as a phenomenon would not exist.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Dixon:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Pilgrimage in the Marketplace
(Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism). All type of book could you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

James Hutchinson:

This book untitled Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and
Tourism) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you
can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this e-book from your list.

Cliff Boyd:

Beside this particular Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and
Tourism) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Pilgrimage in the Marketplace
(Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Alice Concannon:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage,
Religious Travel and Tourism) can make you feel more interested to read.
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