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Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject Theology - Miscellaneous, grade: good, University of
Leipzig, language: English, abstract: James Arthur Baldwin was born to Emma Berdis Jones and an
unknown father on August 2, 1924, in New York City. The fact that he did not know about the identity of his
biological father haunted him all his life. Who was to become Baldwin’s stepfather was a laborer and
Pentecostal preacher who came - as part of the Great Migration - to New York in 1919 “seeking better social
conditions and economic opportunities.” (Kenan 1994: 26) After he married her, he began to preach in
storefront churches and made a living of a job he had in a bottle factory on Long Island, and although he
“worked steadily, until encroaching age and illness prohibited it”, were his wages seldom high enough to
feed his big family2, especially during the Great Depression. (Kenan: 27) As described in “Notes of a Native
Son” this situation had contributed to his father’s “intolerable bitterness of spirit.”(Kenan: 88) It was
“unrelieved bitterness and anger” that “drove [his father] away permanently in 1932.” (Kenan: 27) James
was very much influenced and shaped by his stepfather, and the problems that derived from his relationship
to him became in my eyes a powerful motor for his poetry writings and determined his future decisions. To
his father the young boys intelligence and his interest in books was but a source of danger, for “the Bible was
the only book worth reading.” (Kenan: 29) If it wasn’t for Orilla “Bill” Miller, a white woman from the
Midwest who stepped up against his fathers objections, and for Gertrude Ayer, a black principal who
encouraged the young boy to write stories, plays and poems, James would have been deprived of a valuable
education, because in the Baldwin household “education was suspect as a tool of the white devils not
particularly useful to black men in a racist society that placed so many checks on their ambition.” (Kenan:
31) James Baldwin was brought up “in a household atmosphere of strict, even suffocating, religiosity”
(Kenan: 32) and his father lived “like a prophet, in such unimaginably close communion with the Lord, that
his long silence which were punctuated by moans and hallelujahs and snatches of old songs while he sat at
the living room window never seemed strange to us.” (Baldwin 1984: 89)
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From reader reviews:

Randal Revilla:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book James Baldwin's "Go Tell It on the Mountain" - a religious
approach it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Bertha Wood:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
James Baldwin's "Go Tell It on the Mountain" - a religious approach your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The James Baldwin's "Go Tell It on the Mountain" - a
religious approach giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Warren Cruz:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like James Baldwin's "Go Tell It on
the Mountain" - a religious approach which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Iva Simmon:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this James Baldwin's "Go Tell It on the Mountain" - a religious approach can make you
experience more interested to read.
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