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On July 31, 1869, twenty-two members of the holiness movement of the Methodist church gathered to pray
on a beach on the New Jersey shore. Before long, Ocean Grove was established as "God's Square Mile, " the
first permanent camp meeting dedicated to the pursuit of both holiness and recreational activities. In this
richly illustrated account, Troy Messenger looks at the numerous informal amusements of summer life at
Ocean Grove and provides a glimpse into a fascinating moment in the development of both nineteenth-
century religion and an American leisure culture.

Like other seaside resorts of the time such as Atlantic City and Coney Island, Ocean Grove boasted a festival
atmosphere and offered such diversions as baby parades, oriental bazaars, pageants, beach games, ushers'
marches, and drills by the Young Rough Riders. While guests were forbidden to drink, smoke, play cards, or
drive their cars on Sunday, they were encouraged to enjoy other pursuits that would have scandalized pious
Methodists of an earlier era, such as relaxing on the beach, taking the summer off, attending popular
amusements, and staging comic gender satire with cross-dressed men. At Ocean Grove, however, even
seemingly frivolous activities had a higher purpose: every aspect of daily life was focused on the attainment
of perfection and all were performances of "holy leisure."

The genius of Ocean Grove, Messenger argues, was in extending holiness from the parlor meeting to the
beach. Here, conservative evangelicals discovered a moral imperative to enjoy rest and recreation. By
praying and playing together, the people of Ocean Grove acquired a unique understanding of self and
community, one that illuminates theliberal social-reform movements of the nineteenth-century religious
middle class and the early leisure industry.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile.
Try to stumble through book Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile as your close friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Fern Rodriquez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Holy Leisure: Recreation &
Religion in God's Square Mile that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you are able to pick Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile become your
own personal starter.

Elizabeth Bello:

This Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt which?

David Ruby:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This book Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile was
filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can



truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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