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The debate over clerical celibacy and marriage had its origins in the early Christian centuries, and is still very
much alive in the modern church. The content and form of controversy have remained remarkably consistent,
but each era has selected and shaped the sources that underpin its narrative, and imbued an ancient issue with
an immediacy and relevance. The basic question of whether, and why, continence should be demanded of
those who serve at the altar has never gone away, but the implications of that question, and of the answers
given, have changed with each generation.

In this reassessment of the history of sacerdotal celibacy, Helen Parish examines the emergence and
evolution of the celibate priesthood in the Latin church, and the challenges posed to this model of the
ministry in the era of the Protestant Reformation. Celibacy was, and is, intensely personal, but also
polemical, institutional, and historical. Clerical celibacy acquired theological, moral, and confessional
meanings in the writings of its critics and defenders, and its place in the life of the church continues to be
defined in relation to broader debates over Scripture, apostolic tradition, ecclesiastical history, and papal
authority. Highlighting continuity and change in attitudes to priestly celibacy, Helen Parish reveals that the
implications of celibacy and marriage for the priesthood reach deep into the history, traditions, and
understanding of the church.
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From reader reviews:

Randolph Dilworth:

The book Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) to be your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Clerical Celibacy in the West:
c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Frank Anderson:

The actual book Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Clerical Celibacy
in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

John Wilson:

The guide with title Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) includes
a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Tammie Turman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Clerical Celibacy in the West: c.1100-1700 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.
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