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Under the aspect of portraying eighteenth-century contracts, this paper is to examine connections and
interrelations of Susanna Centlivre’s comedies The Busy Body (1709) and A Bold Stroke for a Wife (1718).
Centlivre (1669-1723), author of nineteen plays, several poems, and love letters (Lock 13), was “the only
playwright, male or female, with four plays among the most popular repertoire offerings of the eighteenth
century” (Anderson 25) and with that one of the most successful female playwrights ever after. Her comedies
mentioned above, have enjoyed long-termed continuance in theatre and reflect her attitude towards the
institution of marriage and the connoted contractual opportunities and restrictions for the persons concerned.
The intention of this paper is to engender historical marriage laws and widespread ideas, to take a reference
to the social critic William Hogarth’s etching and engraving The Marriage Contract (1745), and to point out
how and to what extend Centlivre’s comedies mirror her personal but also prevalent opinions in that period
of time. It is striking all through reading The Busy Body that, with the help of rhetorical skills, masquerade,
and contracts, her protagonist Miranda converts her ambiguous legal status into a much better legal
economic security, whereas in A Bold Stroke for a Wife, Centlivre chiefly mirrors her actual frustration,
when it comes to common-law marriage reforms.
The thesis of this paper is that the playwright consistently had a negative view on the institution of marriage
but temporarily a rather positive view on British liberalism and contractual developments, which she
eventually lost though towards the end of her life. As an “ardent Whig and a supporter of the House of
Hanover” (Finberg xix), her optimism to loosen the boundaries of male dominance becomes obvious in the
presentation of her active character Miranda, who is not introduced as victim but as vicious heroine, driving
successfully towards her own goal of victory. It seems though that nine years later, Centlivre’s future
prospect had changed. Though both plays still reflect her opinion that women definitely deserve to control
their own destinies, her last big stage success, A Bold Stroke for a Wife, indicates a rather disappointed tone,
more precisely, it reveals her resignation on women’s contract possibilities, manifested by the play’s passive
and ineffectual protagonist Anne, who can do little to free herself from...
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

The book A Vindication of Contractual Equality in Susanna Centlivre's "The Busy Body" and "A Bold
Stroke for a Wife" make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Vindication of Contractual Equality in Susanna
Centlivre's "The Busy Body" and "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open and read a book A Vindication of Contractual Equality in Susanna
Centlivre's "The Busy Body" and "A Bold Stroke for a Wife". Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Robert Wilkerson:

This book untitled A Vindication of Contractual Equality in Susanna Centlivre's "The Busy Body" and "A
Bold Stroke for a Wife" to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you
can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Anita Burns:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is A Vindication of Contractual Equality in Susanna Centlivre's "The
Busy Body" and "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Edith Manning:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Vindication of
Contractual Equality in Susanna Centlivre's "The Busy Body" and "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" which is



getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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