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Aviation pioneer Phoebe Fairgrave Omlie (1902-1975) was once one of the most famous women in America.
In the 1930s, her words and photographs were splashed across the front pages of newspapers across the
nation. The press labeled her "second only to Amelia Earhart among America's women pilots," and First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt named her among the "eleven women whose achievements make it safe to say that
the world is progressing."

Omlie began her career in the early 1920s when aviation was unregulated and open to those daring enough to
take it on, male or female. She earned the first commercial pilot's license issued to a woman and became a
successful air racer. During the New Deal, she became the first woman to hold an executive position in
federal aeronautics.

In Walking on Air, author Janann Sherman presents a thorough and entertaining biography of Omlie. In
1920, the Des Moines, Iowa, native bought herself a Curtiss JN-4D airplane and began learning how to fly
and perform stunts with her future husband, pilot Vernon Omlie. She danced the Charleston on the top wing,
hung by her teeth below the plane, and performed parachute jumps in the Phoebe Fairgrave Flying Circus.

Using interviews, contemporary newspaper articles, archived radio transcripts, and other archival materials,
Sherman creates a complex portrait of a daring aviator struggling for recognition in the early days of flight
and a detailed examination of how American flying changed over the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Venable:

In other case, little persons like to read book Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie
(Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important any book Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of
Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Heidi Odom:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in
Memoir and Biography) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer involving Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie
(Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So ,
do you still thinking Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in
Memoir and Biography) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ruby Chartrand:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Walking on Air: The Aerial
Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) is simple bringing you can
read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jaime McKenney:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe
Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Walking on Air: The Aerial



Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) can to be your new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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