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This ambitious work uncovers the constitutional foundations of that most essential institution of modern
democracy, the political party. Taking on Richard Hofstadter's classic The Idea of a Party System, it rejects
the standard view that Martin Van Buren and other Jacksonian politicians had the idea of a modern party
system in mind when they built the original Democratic party.

Grounded in an original retelling of Illinois politics of the 1820s and 1830s, the book also includes chapters
that connect the state-level narrative to national history, from the birth of the Constitution to the Dred Scott
case. In this reinterpretation, Jacksonian party-builders no longer anticipate twentieth-century political
assumptions but draw on eighteenth-century constitutional theory to justify a party division between "the
democracy" and "the aristocracy." Illinois is no longer a frontier latecomer to democratic party organization
but a laboratory in which politicians use Van Buren's version of the Constitution, states' rights, and popular
sovereignty to reeducate a people who had traditionally opposed party organization. The modern two-party
system is no longer firmly in place by 1840. Instead, the system remains captive to the constitutional
commitments on which the Democrats and Whigs founded themselves, even as the specter of sectional crisis
haunts the parties' constitutional visions.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian
Illinois (Studies in Legal History) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in
a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The
Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian
Illinois (Studies in Legal History) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Teddy Hathorn:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Invention of Party Politics:
Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal
History) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Invention of Party Politics:
Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal
History) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Mitchell Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Invention of Party Politics: Federalism,
Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal History) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Invention of Party Politics:
Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal
History) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading that will.

Claire Davis:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of



news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the The Invention of Party Politics: Federalism, Popular Sovereignty, and
Constitutional Development in Jacksonian Illinois (Studies in Legal History) when you essential it?
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