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Just as Africa and the West have traditionally fit into binaries of Darkness/Enlightenment, Savage/Modern,
Ugly/Beautiful, and Ritual/Art, among others, much of Western cultural production rests upon the archetypal
binary of Trickster/Epic, with trickster aesthetics and commensurate cultural forms characterizing Africa.
Challenging this binary and the exceptionalism that underlies anti-hegemonic efforts even today, this book
begins with the scholarly foundations that mapped out African trickster continuities in the United States and
excavated the aesthetics of traditional African epic performances. Rutledge locates trickster-like capacities
within the epic hero archetype (the "epic trickster" paradigm) and constructs an Homeric Diaspora, which is
to say that the modern Homeric performance foundation lies at an absolute time and distance away from the
ancient storytelling performance needed to understand the cautionary aesthetic inseparable from epic
potential. As traditional epic performances demonstrate, unchecked epic trickster dynamism anticipates not
only brutal imperialism and creative diversity, but the greatest threat to everyone, an eco-apocalypse.
Relying upon the preeminent scholarship on African-American trickster-heroes, traditional African heroic
performances, and cultural studies approaches to Greco-Roman epics, Rutledge traces the epic trickster
aesthetic through three seminal African-American novels keenly attuned to the American Homeric Diaspora:
Charles Chesnutt’s The Marrow of Tradition, Richard Wright’s Native Son, and Toni Morrison’s Beloved.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Epic
Trickster in American Literature: From Sunjata to So(u)l (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century
Literature) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Meagan Shaffer:

The actual book The Epic Trickster in American Literature: From Sunjata to So(u)l (Routledge Studies in
Twentieth-Century Literature) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you.
The book The Epic Trickster in American Literature: From Sunjata to So(u)l (Routledge Studies in
Twentieth-Century Literature) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Shirley Wales:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The Epic
Trickster in American Literature: From Sunjata to So(u)l (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century
Literature).

Sara Matthews:

This The Epic Trickster in American Literature: From Sunjata to So(u)l (Routledge Studies in Twentieth-
Century Literature) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having bit of digest in reading this The Epic Trickster in American Literature: From Sunjata to So(u)l
(Routledge Studies in Twentieth-Century Literature) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form



make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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