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Since colonial times Americans have used the militia to maintain local order during both war and peacetime.
States have intermittently created, maintained, deployed, and disbanded countless militia organizations
outside the scope of the better-known National Guard. Barry M. Stentiford tells the story of these militia
units—variously called home guards, State Guard, National Guard Reserve, and State Defense Forces.
Stentiford traces the evolution of the militia over the past century, demonstrating its transformation from an
amalgamation of state militia units into the National Guard, a reserve of the army. Ironically, the very
existence of the National Guard made the creation of other militia forces necessary during periods of war.
The home guards or State Guard were organized to fill the vacuum left when the National Guard was called
up, depriving states of an organized militia that could be mobilized for repelling invasions, suppressing riots,
controlling strikes, or guarding the waterfront. Stentiford carefully analyzes the challenges that faced the
State Guards as states sought to build their new militia with leftover men and material. He also examines the
role of the State Guard: providing relief during and after natural disasters, providing military training for
future draftees, and broadening participation in military units during wartime by giving a role to men who,
because of their age or occupation, could not join the federal forces. The State Guard gained a new
significance in the Cold War, especially as the political unpalatability of a draft and reductions in the size of
the full-time military expanded the functions of the National Guard in military policy. Today modern state
militias, born to an ancient tradition, must define a role for themselves in a society that increasingly views
them as anachronistic. They mut also compete ideologically with so-called unorganized militias for the title
of true heir to the American militia tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth
Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) ended up being making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
e-book The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Bryan Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The American Home Guard:
The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series)
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Belinda Smith:

The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The American Home
Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Cindy Mattis:

This The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details



accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The American Home Guard: The State
Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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