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Taxes dominate contemporary American politics. Yet while many rail against big government, few
Americans are prepared to give up the benefits they receive from the state. In Tax and Spend, historian Molly
C. Michelmore examines an unexpected source of this contradiction and shows why many Americans have
come to hate government but continue to demand the security it provides.

Tracing the development of taxing and spending policy over the course of the twentieth century, Michelmore
uncovers the origins of today's antitax and antigovernment politics in choices made by liberal state builders
in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. By focusing on two key instruments of twentieth-century economic and
social policy, Aid to Families with Dependent Children and the federal income tax, Tax and Spend explains
the antitax logic that has guided liberal policy makers since the earliest days of Franklin Roosevelt's
presidency. Grounded in careful archival research, this book reveals that the liberal social compact forged
during the New Deal, World War II, and the postwar years included not only generous social benefits for the
middle class—including Social Security, Medicare, and a host of expensive but hidden state subsidies—but
also a commitment to preserve low taxes for the majority of American taxpayers.

In a surprising twist on conventional political history, Michelmore's analysis links postwar liberalism directly
to the rise of the Republican right in the last decades of the twentieth century. Liberals' decision to reconcile
public demand for low taxes and generous social benefits by relying on hidden sources of revenues and
invisible kinds of public subsidy, combined with their persistent defense of taxpayer rights and suspicion of
"tax eaters" on the welfare rolls, not only fueled but helped create the contours of antistate politics at the core
of the Reagan Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Tax and Spend: The Welfare State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of
American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America). Try to make the book Tax and Spend: The
Welfare State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Donovan:

Here thing why this specific Tax and Spend: The Welfare State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Tax and Spend: The Welfare State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Tax and Spend: The Welfare
State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Tax and Spend: The Welfare State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American Liberalism (Politics and Culture
in Modern America) in e-book can be your alternate.

Elsie Port:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Tax and Spend: The Welfare State, Tax
Politics, and the Limits of American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) as the daily
resource information.



Daniel Hartung:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Tax and Spend: The Welfare
State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may
pick Tax and Spend: The Welfare State, Tax Politics, and the Limits of American Liberalism (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) become your personal starter.
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