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Social norms, gender roles, beliefs about one’s own capacity, and assets, as well as communities and
countries, determine the opportunities available to women and men—and their ability to take advantage of
them. World Development Report 2012 shows significant progress in many areas, but gender disparities still
persist.

Our study covered 20 countries in all world regions, where over 4,000 women and men, in remote and
traditional villages and dense urban neighborhoods, in more than 500 focus groups, discussed the effects of
gender differences and inequalities on their lives. Despite diverse social and cultural settings, traits and
expectations of the ideal “good” woman and “good” man were remarkably similar across all sample urban
and rural communities. Participants acknowledged that women are actively seeking equal power and
freedom, but must constantly negotiate and resist traditional expectations about what they are to do and who
they are to be. When women achieve the freedom to work for pay or get more education, they must still
accommodate their gains to these expectations, especially on household responsibilities.

Girls’ desire for education, which nurtures their aspirations for greater agency, exceeded that of boys in rural
and urban communities. Both young women and men wished for more education and better jobs than are
common in their communities and strikingly wanted to marry later, bear children later, and have more
autonomy in choosing their partners than traditional community norms dictated.

The main pathways for women to gain agency are education, employment, and decreased risk of domestic
violence. A safer space encourages women to negotiate for more participation and equality in household
discussions and decisions. Women’s ability to contribute to family finances and control (even partially)
major or minor assets helps them gain more voice at home and in public spheres. Women’s aspirations and
empowerment to break gender barriers occur regardless of dynamic or poor economies, while men’s
perceived gain in agency—and their identity as breadwinner—largely depends on economic conditions.

When only a few women manage to break with established norms—without a critical mass—traditional
norms are not contested and may be reinforced. The process of gender norm change thus appears to be
uneven and challenging, lagging behind topical conditions. The easy co-existence of new and old norms
means that households in the same community can vary markedly in how much agency women can exercise,
and women feel less empowered when opinions and values of families and communities stay with traditional
norms.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular On Norms and Agency (Directions in
Development) to read.

Patrick Pond:

The knowledge that you get from On Norms and Agency (Directions in Development) is a more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but On Norms and Agency (Directions in Development) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this On Norms and Agency
(Directions in Development) instantly.

James Atkinson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually On Norms and Agency (Directions in Development).

Della Ferguson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled On
Norms and Agency (Directions in Development) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just
before. The On Norms and Agency (Directions in Development) giving you another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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