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The technological marvel of its age, the Erie Canal grew out of a sudden fit of inspiration. Proponents didn't
just dream; they built a 360-mile waterway entirely by hand and largely through wilderness. As excitement
crackled down its length, the canal became the scene of the most striking outburst of imagination in
American history. Zealots invented new religions and new modes of living. The Erie Canal made New York
the financial capital of America and brought the modern world crashing into the frontier. Men and women
saw God face to face, gained and lost fortunes, and reveled in a period of intense spiritual creativity.

Heaven's Ditch by Jack Kelly illuminates the spiritual and political upheavals along this "psychic highway"
from its opening in 1825 through 1844. "Wage slave" Sam Patch became America's first celebrity daredevil.
William Miller envisioned the apocalypse. Farm boy Joseph Smith gave birth to Mormonism, a new and
distinctly American religion. Along the way, the reader encounters America's very first "crime of the
century," a treasure hunt, searing acts of violence, a visionary cross-dresser, and a panoply of fanatics,
mystics, and hoaxers.

A page-turning narrative, Heaven's Ditch offers an excitingly fresh look at a heady, foundational moment in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Latshaw:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Heaven's
Ditch: God, Gold, and Murder on the Erie Canal. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Elmira McGraw:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Heaven's Ditch: God, Gold, and Murder on the Erie Canal, you could tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Wm Schroeder:

The actual book Heaven's Ditch: God, Gold, and Murder on the Erie Canal has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

John Cotton:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Heaven's Ditch: God, Gold, and Murder on
the Erie Canal is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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