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Electricity has penetrated deeply into virtually every aspect of American life, be it in industry, the home, or
in the rapidly growing commercial and service sectors. This book documents and analyzes the existence of a
strong, and growing, synergy between technological progress and the use of electrified production techniques
in the United States during the twentieth century. The authors use two types of information in their work:
case studies of the ways in which technological progress in particular industries and economic sectors has
depended upon the adoption of electrified methods of production and aggregative long-term national
economic statistics that measure the changing relationship over time between increases in the use of
electricity and other factor inputs and the growth in industrial productivity. Eleven of the book's thirteen
chapters cover the case studies, while the remaining two chapters and the statistical appendix contain the
broad quantitative findings and supporting data.

In their analysis, the authors address three inter-related questions from a long-term evolutionary perspective:
Why has electricity's share of total energy risen so sharply over the years? How has this rise been related to
productivity growth? and Why has the rise in electricity led to long-term improvements in the efficiency of
overall energy use despite the thermal energy losses sustained when fuels are converted into electricity? The
answer to these questions, they contend, is the technological progress represented by electrified production
technologies, and in the new ways of organizing production that are now possible. The different ways in
which electrical energy has been put to work, and with what results, are examined in the various case studies
presented, and further documented in the aggregative statistical analysis. This study reveals the important
role that the electrification of production operations has played in supporting productivity growth in
manufacturing and other economic sectors in the past, and the important part that it can continue to play in
the future. This book will appeal to a broad spectrum of readers; those interested in productivity issues,
energy policy, electricity in general, historians of technology, economic historians, and those interested in
current technological issues. It will be a necessary acquisition for college and university libraries, as well as
those individuals interested in energy, technology, economic growth, history, and the interfaces among them.
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From reader reviews:

Nona Whitehouse:

This Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of Technological Progress (Contributions to the Study of
Mass Media and Communications,) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of Technological Progress (Contributions to the Study of Mass
Media and Communications,) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of
Technological Progress (Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and Communications,) can bring once
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even telephone. This Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of Technological Progress
(Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and Communications,) having good arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jackie Caldwell:

Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of Technological Progress (Contributions to the Study of Mass
Media and Communications,) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of
Technological Progress (Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and Communications,) however doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Helen Arnold:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of Technological Progress
(Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and Communications,) why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.



Helen McCleary:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as
of book Electricity in the American Economy: Agent of Technological Progress (Contributions to the Study
of Mass Media and Communications,). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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