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Focusing on portrayals of Mussolini's Italy, Hitler's Germany, and Stalin's Russia in U.S. films, magazine
and newspaper articles, books, plays, speeches, and other texts, Benjamin Alpers traces changing American
understandings of dictatorship from the late 1920s through the early years of the Cold War.

During the early 1930s, most Americans' conception of dictatorship focused on the dictator. Whether viewed
as heroic or horrific, the dictator was represented as a figure of great, masculine power and effectiveness. As
the Great Depression gripped the United States, a few people--including conservative members of the press
and some Hollywood filmmakers--even dared to suggest that dictatorship might be the answer to America's
social problems.

In the late 1930s, American explanations of dictatorship shifted focus from individual leaders to the
movements that empowered them. Totalitarianism became the image against which a view of democracy
emphasizing tolerance and pluralism and disparaging mass movements developed. First used to describe
dictatorships of both right and left, the term "totalitarianism" fell out of use upon the U.S. entry into World
War II. With the war's end and the collapse of the U.S.-Soviet alliance, however, concerns about
totalitarianism lay the foundation for the emerging Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

With other case, little persons like to read book Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture:
Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s (Cultural Studies of the United States). You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Dictators,
Democracy, and American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s (Cultural
Studies of the United States). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's study.

Vincent Erickson:

The feeling that you get from Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture: Envisioning the
Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s (Cultural Studies of the United States) will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture:
Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s (Cultural Studies of the United States) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Dictators, Democracy, and
American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s (Cultural Studies of the United
States) instantly.

Robert Shelby:

This Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s
(Cultural Studies of the United States) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Dictators, Democracy,
and American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s (Cultural Studies of the
United States) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?



Rose Rafferty:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy, 1920s-1950s
(Cultural Studies of the United States). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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