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Child abuse and neglect are intractable problems exacting a terrible toll on children and rending the very
fabric of our society. What can be done to reduce the suffering? If there were simple solutions to abuse and
neglect they would have been discovered long ago. There are no easy answers, but in this vivid history of
child protection in America, John E.B. Myers introduces realistic policies that will reduce maltreatment and
strengthen the system that protects our children. Before it is possible to design viable improvements in
todays system, it is necessary to understand how it evolved. The sweeping, beautifully written account of
child protection in America traces its growth from colonial days to the present--from the rise and gradual
disappearance of orphanages, the growth of foster care, the birth of organized child protection in 1874, and
the rise of private societies to prevent cruelty, to the twentieth-century transition to government-operated
child protection. Myers goes on to describe the principal causes of child maltreatment, including
intergenerational transmission of violence, poverty, substance abuse, cultural violence, excessive corporal
punishment, sexual deviance, evolution, mental illness, and domestic violence. Once the causes of
maltreatment are clear, it is possible to create solutions. Some of the proposals outlined have been in play for
more than a century, while others are new. Policies to combat poverty, expand nurse home visiting programs,
increase access to day care, strengthen a sense of community, outlaw corporal punishment, rethink our
attitude toward alcohol, and lower the toxicity in popular culture are rooted in a deep understanding of the
cycle of violence and challenge traditional ways of thinking. Since it will never be possible to prevent all
maltreatment, it is critical to strengthen the existing child protection system. Attainable reforms such as
dealing with the lingering effects of racism in the child welfare, reworking funding mechanisms, refocusing
leadership, creating a less adversarial system, strengthening foster care, and reinventing the juvenile court
point to flaws in our system but demonstrate that progress is possible. This provocative book will challenge
all those concerned with childrens welfare to move toward real solutions that will make life better for
Americas most vulnerable children.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

The book Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Child Protection in America:
Past, Present, and Future? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Juanita Hernandez:

The event that you get from Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future could be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Child
Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future instantly.

Glenn Pryor:

The reason? Because this Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lucille Grant:

The book untitled Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will take you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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