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Western missionaries in China were challenged by something they could not have encountered in their native
culture; most Westerners were Christian, and competitions in their own countries were principally
denominational. Once they entered China they unwittingly became spiritual merchants who marketed
Christianity as only one religion among the long-established purveyors of other religions, such as the masters
of Buddhist and Daoist rites. A Voluntary Exile explores the convergence of cultures. This collection of new
and insightful research considers themes of religious encounter and accommodation in China from 1552 to
the present, and confronts how both Western Europeans and indigenous Chinese mitigated the cultural and
religious antagonisms that resulted from cultural misunderstanding. The studies in this work identify areas
where missionary accommodation in China has succeeded and failed, and offers new insights into what
contributed to cultural conflict and confluence. Each essay responds in some way to the “accommodationist”
approach of Western missionaries and Christianity, focusing on new areas of inquiry. For example, Michael
Maher, SJ, considers the educational and religious formation of Matteo Ricci prior to his travels to China,
and how Ricci’s intellectual approach was connected to his so-called “accommodationist method” during the
late Ming. Eric Cunningham explores the hackneyed assertion that Francis Xavier’s mission to Asia was a
“failure” due to his low conversion rates, suggesting that Xavier’s “failure” instigated the entire Chinese
missionary enterprise of the 16th and 17th centuries. And, Liu Anrong confronts the hybridization of popular
Chinese folk religion with Catholicism in Shanxi province. The voices in this work derive from divergent
scholarly methodologies based on new research, and provide the reader a unique encounter with a variety of
disciplinary views. This unique volume reaches across oceans, cultures, political systems, and religious
traditions to provide important new research on the complexities of cultural encounters between China and
the West.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed A Voluntary Exile:
Chinese Christianity and Cultural Confluence since 1552 (Studies in Christianity in China)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Frankie Graybill:

The reason why? Because this A Voluntary Exile: Chinese Christianity and Cultural Confluence since 1552
(Studies in Christianity in China) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author
who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Candice Foushee:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Voluntary Exile: Chinese Christianity and
Cultural Confluence since 1552 (Studies in Christianity in China) can be the solution, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Joshua Stpierre:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book A Voluntary Exile: Chinese Christianity and Cultural Confluence since 1552 (Studies in
Christianity in China) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person
must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with this book A Voluntary Exile: Chinese Christianity and Cultural Confluence since 1552
(Studies in Christianity in China). You can more pleasing than now.
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