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Language is central to human experience and our understanding of who we are, whether written or unwritten,
sung or spoken. But what is language and how do we record it? Where does it reside? Does it exist and
evolve within written sources, in performance, in the mind or in speech?

For too long, ethnographic, aesthetic and sociolinguistic studies of language have remained apart from
analyses emerging from traditions such as literature and performance. Where is Language? argues for a more
complex and contextualized understanding of language across this range of disciplines, engaging with key
issues, including orality, literacy, narrative, ideology, performance and the human communities in which
these take place.

Eminent anthropologist Ruth Finnegan draws together a lifetime of ethnographic case studies, reading and
personal commentary to explore the roles and nature of language in cultures across the world, from West
Africa to the South Pacific. By combining research and reflections, Finnegan discusses the multi-modality of
language to provide an account not simply of vocabulary and grammar, but one which questions the
importance of cultural settings and the essence of human communication itself.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

This book untitled Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and
Performance to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer
or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this publication from your list.

Charles Jones:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and Performance.

Octavio Martin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and
Performance this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book appropriate all of you.

William Moreau:

You will get this Where is Language?: An Anthropologist's Questions on Language, Literature and
Performance by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are



still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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