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He is that rare American icon who has never been captured in a biography worthy of him. Now, at last, here
is the superbly researched, spellbindingly told story of athlete, showman, philosopher, and boundary breaker
Leroy “Satchel” Paige.

Few reliable records or news reports survive about players in the Negro Leagues. Through dogged detective
work, award-winning author and journalist Larry Tye has tracked down the truth about this majestic and
enigmatic pitcher, interviewing more than two hundred Negro Leaguers and Major Leaguers, talking to
family and friends who had never told their stories before, and retracing Paige’s steps across the continent.
Here is the stirring account of the child born to an Alabama washerwoman with twelve young mouths to
feed, the boy who earned the nickname “Satchel” from his enterprising work as a railroad porter, the young
man who took up baseball on the streets and in reform school, inventing his trademark hesitation pitch while
throwing bricks at rival gang members.

Tye shows Paige barnstorming across America and growing into the superstar hurler of the Negro Leagues, a
marvel who set records so eye-popping they seemed like misprints, spent as much money as he made, and
left tickets for “Mrs. Paige” that were picked up by a different woman at each game. In unprecedented detail,
Tye reveals how Paige, hurt and angry when Jackie Robinson beat him to the Majors, emerged at the age of
forty-two to help propel the Cleveland Indians to the World Series. He threw his last pitch from a big-league
mound at an improbable fifty-nine. (“Age is a case of mind over matter,” he said. “If you don’t mind, it don’t
matter.”)

More than a fascinating account of a baseball odyssey, Satchel rewrites our history of the integration of the
sport, with Satchel Paige in a starring role. This is a powerful portrait of an American hero who employed a
shuffling stereotype to disarm critics and racists, floated comical legends about himself–including about his
own age–to deflect inquiry and remain elusive, and in the process methodically built his own myth. “Don’t
look back,” he famously said. “Something might be gaining on you.” Separating the truth from the legend,
Satchel is a remarkable accomplishment, as large as this larger-than-life man.
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From reader reviews:

Warner Samuels:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This SATCHEL: The Life and Times of an
American Legend is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Chris Moore:

The reason why? Because this SATCHEL: The Life and Times of an American Legend is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Bryan Lopez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be learn. SATCHEL: The Life and Times of an American Legend can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Ann Goddard:

Beside this specific SATCHEL: The Life and Times of an American Legend in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have SATCHEL: The Life and Times of an American Legend because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and also read it from right now!
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