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John Nathan arrived in Tokyo in 1961 fresh out of Harvard College, bringing with him no practical
experience, no more than two connections, no prospects, and little else to recommend him but stoic,
unflappable pluck. Japan at that time was still in the shadow of the Occupation, and only a handful of
foreigners were studying the country seriously. Two years later, Nathan became the first American to pass
the entrance exams to the best school in Japan, the University of Tokyo. He went on to translate two of
Japan's greatest contemporary writers, Yukio Mishima and Nobel laureate Kenzaburõ Õe, and direct several
series of films in and about Japan in collaboration with world-famous directors and businesses; earn an
advanced degree at Harvard and a professorship at Princeton; and become a Hollywood screenwriter. Nathan
was given unprecedented access to the inner sanctum of Sony for his book Sony: The Private Life, and he
explored the damaged psyche of postbubble Japan in his acclaimed Japan Unbound.

During his decades of passionate engagement with Japan, Nathan became close friends with many of the
most gifted people in the land -- politicians and business leaders as well as painters, novelists, directors, rock
stars, and movie stars -- and was privileged to travel, in their very special company, inside domains of
Japanese life not normally open to foreigners then or now. In his unique chronicle of that journey, Living
Carelessly in Tokyo and Elsewhere, he details the adventures sublime, profane, and uproarious, many of a
distinctly Japanese nature, that characterized his career, which was singular in its success as much as in its
chaos. Along the way, he brings the most exciting era in recent Japanese history vividly into focus with wry
humor, penetrating insight, and pathos.

John Nathan is not the only foreigner to have developed a rich, full, deeply nuanced understanding of Japan.
But his experiences are certainly extraordinary and in fact irreproducible, and his memoir is the most
personally satisfying story yet told of Japan (and elsewhere). From Nathan's lifetime of wisdom, compassion,
and brazen resolve, we learn the value of traveling within our own mental and emotional borders as well as
without the many places we call home.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Living Carelessly in Tokyo and
Elsewhere: A Memoir. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Houston Boynton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Living Carelessly in Tokyo and
Elsewhere: A Memoir is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Dolores Schreiber:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Living Carelessly in Tokyo and Elsewhere: A Memoir this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

David Wilkens:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Living Carelessly in Tokyo and Elsewhere: A Memoir can make you
experience more interested to read.
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