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In Listening Subjects, David Schwarz uses psychoanalytic techniques to probe the visceral experiences of
music listeners. Using classical, popular, and avant-garde music as texts, Schwarz addresses intriguing
questions: why do bodies develop goose bumps when listening to music and why does music sound so good
when heard "all around?" By concentrating on music as cultural artifact, Listening Subjects shows how the
historical conditions under which music is created affect the listening experience.
Schwarz applies the ideas of post-Lacanian psychoanalytic theorists Slavoj Zizek, Julia Kristeva, and Kaja
Silverman to an analysis of diverse works. In a discussion of John Adams’s opera Nixon in China, he
presents music listening as a fantasy of being enclosed in a second skin of enveloping sound. He looks at the
song cycles of Franz Schubert as an examination and expression of epistemological doubts at the advent of
modernism, and traverses fantasy "space" in his exploration of the white noise at the end of the Beatles’ "I
Want You (She’s So Heavy)." Schwarz also considers the psychosexual undercurrent in Peter Gabriel’s
"Intruder" and the textual and ideological structures of German Oi Musik. Concluding with a reading of two
compositions by Diamanda Galás, he reveals how some performances can simultaneously produce terror and
awe, abjection and rage, pleasure and displeasure. This multilayered study transcends other interventions in
the field of musicology, particularly in its groundbreaking application of literary theory to popular and
classical music.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Crowell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis,
Culture. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Belinda Kirwin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture
why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mattie Peters:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture this e-book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Suzanne Palmer:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis,
Culture can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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