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The Appalachian dulcimer is one of America's major contributions to world music and folk art. Homemade
and handmade, played by people with no formal knowledge of music, this beautiful instrument entered the
post-World-War-II Folk Revival with virtually no written record. Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions tells the
fascinating story of the effort to recover the instrument's lost history through fieldwork in the Southern
mountains, finding of old instruments, and listening to the tales of old folks.

After reviewing the instrument's distinctive musical features, Ralph Lee Smith presents the dulcimer's story
chronologically, tracing its roots in a Renaissance German instrument, the scheitholt; describing the early
history of the scheitholt and the dulcimer in America; and outlining the development of distinctive dulcimer
styles in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, and Kentucky. The story continues into the 20th Century,
through the final group of tradition-based Appalachian makers whose work flowed into the national scene of
the Folk Revival.

This fully revised edition provides expanded information about the history of the scheitholt and the dulcimer
before the Civil War and discusses traditions and types that are still being discovered and documented. Smith
also adds his personal adventures in searching for the dulcimer's history. A new final chapter describes types
and styles that do not fit conveniently into the mainstream development of the instrument. The book
concludes with several appendixes, including measurements of representative dulcimers and listings of
dulcimer recordings in the Archive of Folk Culture of the Library of Congress.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

The experience that you get from Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions (American Folk Music and Musicians
Series) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Appalachian Dulcimer
Traditions (American Folk Music and Musicians Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this specific Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions (American Folk Music and
Musicians Series) instantly.

Marisa Carney:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions (American Folk Music and Musicians
Series) as your daily resource information.

Connie Hockaday:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions (American Folk Music and Musicians Series), you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Annie Resnick:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions (American
Folk Music and Musicians Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy



you just read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions
(American Folk Music and Musicians Series) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of the time.
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