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“War presidents” are hardly exceptional in modern American history. To a greater or lesser extent, every
president since Wilson has been a War President. Each has committed our country to the pursuit of peace,
yet involved us in a seemingly endless series of wars—conflicts that the American foreign policy
establishment has generally made worse. The chief reason, argues Angelo Codevilla in Advice to War
Presidents, is that America’s leaders have habitually imagined the world as they wished it to be rather than
as it is: They acted under the assumptions that war is not a normal tool of statecraft but a curable disease, and
that all the world’s peoples wish to live as Americans do. As a result, our leaders have committed America to
the grandest of ends while constantly subverting their own goals.

Employing many negative examples from the Bush II administration but also ranging widely over the last
century, Advice to War Presidents offers a primer on the unchanging principles of foreign policy. Codevilla
explains the essentials—focusing on realities such as diplomacy, alliances, war, economic statecraft,
intelligence, and prestige, rather than on meaningless phrases like “international community,”
“peacekeeping” and “collective security.” Not a realist, neoconservative, or a liberal internationalist,
Codevilla follows an older tradition: that of historians like Thucydides, Herodotus, and Winston
Churchill—writers who analyzed international affairs without imposing false categories.

Advice to War Presidents is an effort to talk our future presidents down from their rhetorical highs and get
them to practice statecraft rather than wishful thinking, lest they give us further violence.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Advice to
War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Games:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial
Course in Statecraft it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Hilda Dumas:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft will give you new experience in studying a book.

Robert Perkins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Advice to War Presidents:
A Remedial Course in Statecraft which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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