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Jonathan Swift's moral and political satires astonished his contemporaries and still have the power to disturb,
with their compelling images and unsettling turns of argument, and to delight, with their charm and inventive
wit. A Preface to Swift examines the complex appeal of this fierce critic of oppression.

While thematically arranged, the text follows a broadly chronological account of Swift's life to show his
development as a writer from the prolific and inventive iconoclast to the mature satirist whose enduring
memory of past events produced warm friendship as well as strong resentment. It considers in detail his
engagement with the corruption of over-secure politicians and his opposition to the easy rationalism of free-
thinking pundits. Gulliver's Travels is shown to be a coherent critique of eighteenth-century ideas of science,
education and politics in which the order of the books ('the progress of the fable') is highly significant for its
whole meaning. While this is a major focus, Keith Crook also discusses a wide range of Swift's other works,
including his early satires, his political writings, his poems and his letters.

Detailed chronological charts place his life and works in the political and cultural context, and illustrations
have been chosen with commentaries to extend the reader's sense of Swift's connections with London,
Ireland and his contemporaries.

This will be a particularly useful introduction to students who are studying satire as a genre; the early
eighteenth-century literary, scientific, philosophical and political context; the representation of women; the
political relation of Ireland to England; and the position of the artist within society, especially in connection
with the levers of power.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) as your daily resource information.

Janice Perry:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A Preface to
Swift (Preface Books), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Dorothea Profitt:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) can give you a lot of
close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Preface to Swift (Preface Books).

Phyllis Walters:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book A Preface to Swift (Preface Books). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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